JOB DESCRIPTION FOR ASSISTANT HORTICULTURAL THERAPIST FOR GARDENING LEAVE ERSKINE.
August, 2010.

Background:

Gardening Leave (GL) is opening a new project at Erskine Hospital, Bishopton which will provide Horticultural Therapy for ex-Service personnel in accordance with the GL Template established at the Pilot project at Auchincruive in Ayrshire.

Job purpose:

We are looking for an Assistant Horticultural Therapist to support the Horticultural Therapist, who has responsibility for delivering nine and a half sessions of Horticultural Therapy a week to veterans, Monday to Friday throughout the year. 

The Assistant will be required to work alongside the Horticultural Therapist and volunteers, to provide continuity as the project develops.  Initially this will be one day per week by mutual arrangement but this may increase in time.  

The project is being externally evaluated by the Mental Health Foundation and the Assistant will be required to provide additional support to the veterans to ensure the smooth running of the Evaluation.

In addition, the Assistant will be required to provide holiday cover for the Horticultural Therapist and during these times (25 days per year) the former will have day-to-day responsibility for the project.
NB.  This adds up to 47 weeks at one day per week, and 5 weeks full time – to be remunerated accordingly.

Essential Criteria:

Relevant experience of working in a related health/social care discipline with Level 3 SVQ or equivalent in Health & Social Care.

Horticultural qualification at HND level or equivalent

Knowledge and experience of indoor and outdoor gardening

Excellent inter-personal communication skills

Experience of working with volunteers 

Self motivated team player with a sense of humour.
A Disclosure Check will be required for this position and as it will involve travel, a Driving Licence.
Salary:

£16,000 to £18,000 pro rata according to experience.  
Time and a half  will be agreed and written into the Contract between the Assistant and GL for days when deputising for the Horticultural Threrapist.
For further details, please contact Anna Baker Cresswell, Chief Executive. info@gardeningleave.org or call 01292 521 444.

Closing date:

17th September, 2010.
