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a chance to share good 
practice & make new contacts 
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Tayside Orchards have a  
rich history of fruit production in 
Scotland including apple, pear 
and plum.  

 
 
A recent survey shows that out 
of 51 in Tayside, 28 no longer 
exist and only 9 are of any 
value. 
 
In UK as a whole some 
counties have lost 95% of their 
orchards since the 1970’s 
mostly due to changes in 
agriculture, development 
pressures and benign neglect. 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
now includes Traditional 
Orchards in its priority habitats.  
The desire to lower food miles 
and enjoy locally- produced fruit 
is also encouraging revived 
interest in UK orchards. 
 
Most orchards consist of large 
trees grown on vigorous 
rootstocks planted at low 
densities. Often occupying the 
same piece of land for 
centuries, and managed 
without chemical input, these 
sites are hotspots for 
biodiversity and have been 
shown to provide refuge for 
over 1,800 species spanning 
the plant, fungi and animal  
kingdoms. 
 Orchard owners and managers 
can help protect the wildlife 
associated with orchards by 
following some simple steps.  
As traditional orchards are a 
mosaic of habitats, biodiversity 
�

can be encouraged by 
providing a variety of habitats in 
your patch: 
Open-grown fruit trees, fallen 
and standing deadwood -
essential food for insects, 
nesting holes for birds; 
Fruit- autumn and winter food 
for birds and insects. 
Mature hedges and scrub – 
nectar & food for insects and 
birds plus nesting sites  
Varied grass sward -rough 
grass for bumblebees and tall 
herbs for insect food and 
habitat. 
Ponds and ditches- breeding 
and feeding habitats. 
Bare soil and anthills are also 
important within the orchard 
habitat. 

�
������
����)���*������� �

If there is room in an existing 
orchard or garden then new 
plantings should be considered 
to ensure different aged trees. 
Grafting of existing trees is 
recommended, especially if 
they are local varieties or 
unknown but good fruiting 
varieties. 
South or SW facing ground is 
best for orchards; beware 
windy sites or those with 
standing water. If  a mixed 
orchard is being considered , 
remember that pears are  the 
longest lived (up to 250 years) 
whilst apples are mature at 100 
years old.  
   
All the above information was 
found in the 2009 Tayside 
Biodiversity publication  
‘Traditional Orchards in 
Tayside; a guide to wildlife and 
management’ For further 
information see 
www.taysidebiodiversity.co.uk 
�

�
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Project Event  

 
Open Day and Plant Sale  

Bridgend Allotments 
Community Health Project 

Sat May 23 rd, 11- 4pm 
Refreshments available.  

Music, Crafts & Activities for all 
ages 

Entrance Free 
41 Old Dalkeith Rd, Edinburgh, 
EH16 4TE Tel: 0131 664 9559 

��������������������&&&&&&&&&�
�
Social Enterprise Trade fair 09 
Thursday 23 rd April,  Edinburgh 
Corn Exchange .Offers the biggest 
trading Platform for Social 
Enterprises in Scotland. Visit 
www.s2stradefair.com, email 
elise@eventconsultants.com  or 
phone the events team on 0131 
557 5767 
�
Climate Change Conference 

 for communities - by 
communities 

Comrie, Perthshire 
6th  &  7th  June 2009 

showcasing the Comrie 
Carbon Challenge – funded by 
the Climate Challenge Fund  & 
featuring the social enterprise 

Comrie Croft    
 See www.comrie.org.uk   
www.comriecroft.com   
�
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Batty Charitable Trust 
Grants of between £1,000 and 
£10,000 to support community 

& grass roots projects. 
Applications can be made at 

any time, contact:  
www.battycharitabletrust.org.uk 

 
CSV Action Earth Awards 

& SNH Biodiversity Awards for 
volunteers in conservation.  
Further information and 
application forms: 
www.actionearth.org.uk 
 
New Social Entrepreneurs Fund 
launched - Bridges Social 
Entrepreneurs Fund: Social 
Enterprises Looking for growth 
capital should contact Antony Ross 
antony@bridgesventures.com�

�
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With spring in the air there are many garden related short courses 
and Saturday Workshops being offered at colleges around the 
country. One example is Oatridge College, West Lothian where 
everything from Introduction to Gardening and Garden Design to 
Chainsaw Operation, First Aid at Work and Construction Skills is 
available. 
For further information contact Moira Montgomery at Oatridge 
College and view the latest courses available at 
www.oatridge.ac.uk  
 
Contact Trellis  
40 St John Street Perth PH1 5SP 
Tel: 01738 624348 
info@trellisscotland.org.uk  
 

���%�������� �“The Propagator” is your newsletter. We need your input. 
Send short project profiles (c200 wds), news, letters, tips, poems, recipes, diary 
dates and ideas by email or post.  Next deadline is 26th June  2009.  
You can now download the newsletter from: 
http://www.trellisscotland.org.uk/newsletters 
 

 


