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Dr. Derrick Stowell is the Education and Horticultural Therapy Program
Administrator for the University of Tennessee Gardens. Derrick is responsible for
directing education and horticultural therapy programs for the University of
Tennessee Gardens, Knoxville location. He has a bachelor’s degree in outdoor
recreation and environmental studies from Maryville College, a master’s degree in
therapeutic recreation from the University of Tennessee, and a Ph.D. in Plant,
Soil, and Environmental Science from the University of Tennessee. He is a
Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist (CTRS). In 2015 he became a
registered Horticultural Therapist (HTR) through the American Horticultural
Therapy Association. Derrick served on the Board of Directors for the American
Horticultural Therapy Association (AHTA) from 2016-2018, and is currently
AHTA's President Elect for 2021. He has presented, consulted, and published on
horticultural therapy and the healing aspects of gardening. In 2016, he received
the Rhea McCandliss Professional Service Award from the AHTA for his
contributions to the horticultural therapy profession. The horticultural therapy
programs he has created serve a variety of populations including veterans,
individuals who have intellectual disabilities, individual who have dementia or
Alzheimer’s, behavioral health and at-risk youth.



